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Lodking for aplace te raise theiryoungfamily 13 years ago, archi-
teet. Paul Web er and his wife, Bonnie, chose a tree-filled prop-
exty off storied Bellevue Avenue in Newport, Rhode Island. The
1¥~acre lot had once been part of a I9th-cenury estate. but
when they bought theland, the only vestige of that past wasan
aldbarn. And while sorne old barns in Newport possess carriage-
house charm, this one did not. Over the years, it had received
suchinglorieus additiens asamodern garage door and a tacked-
onshed. Nestled anid towering evergreen and oak trees, theold
barnneeded anew chapter.

The first plan of action, however, called fcr the Webers to
build ahouse, and they chose alocation about 100 feet. from the
barn after walking the site maxny times with thairtwo toddlers
in tew. The house that Weber designed, featwring cedar-shin-
gle gables, anirregul arroofline, and deep overhengs{ Design New
England, May/June 2011, “A Forever Home”), was comnpletedin
thelate 200 0s and suited the farnilyp erfectly.

Butthebamproved anirresistible challenge for this archi-
tect, whosepra.ctice, Paul Weber Architect, isin Nesvport. The
possibilities prompted many sketches and schemes, but the
final plan, which became reality in 2014, was for a two-story,
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2,200 -square-foot, multipurpose space that inclules a game
room, guest quarters, boatstorage, andhomesworkhaven. There
was no shortage offamily debates along the way. “Inearlylost
thebattle for afirst-floor boat storageareato a squash court.”
laughs Weber, an avid sailor whose daughters, now teenagers,
srenationally ranked squash players.

Althoughthe barn’sfunction evolved tomeet rranyneeds,
there was no question whatits style would be. “Weupdated the
barn to be inthe same farmly as the house,” says Weber. “The
tiro structures relate toeach otherin detailing, with the same
eaves and returns and dormers. Butwe wanted to kezp itrustie,
notfinished, and abig goal of mine was for there to be nosheet-
rock inthe barn.”

Working with Matt Cullen of MC Squared Constructionin
Newport, Weber began peeling away the layers of tke oldbamn,
whichhad autilitarian second-floorloft and darnboardwalls and

IN TH E SECON®-FLOOR guest quarters, exposed ceiling joists are crafted
from timbers salvaged from the origin al barn. The knetty pine ceiling
planks are new. MBFboards on the walls are painted whiteand mimic
shiplap siding. Interior and exteriorwind ows through out allown awral
lightintoth espaces.

1 DeCIC
2 nuDROOM
3 BATH
4 BOATSTORRGE/
CARCE
5 GAME RO®M
& BEUMUUM
7 WTCHER
& LIVING/DINING
9 MeSTER GATH
10 1AUNDRY
11 PWSTER
BEDRCOM

MILDER
MC Squared
Construction

FIRST FLOOR

CHERRY CABINETS,
SOAPSTONE COUNTENaps,
and a pantry closet add
fun ctionalityand a crisp
look tothe second floar
galleykitchen (LeFT). The
second-floor haliway ends
with side-by-side
bedrooms whose
doorways aresetat an
angle (seLow). Wind ows
from the original barn were
repurposed as clerestories.
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ceilings. Weber’sdesign called for arsised resfand the addition
of gables and dormers, all to gain the volume needed for the sec-
ond-floor guest.space while preserving thelofty barn aesthetic
for the first-floor game room.

Gldinterior walls and ceilings were carefullyremoved with
the intention of reusing the barnboard, tibers, and windows
inthe new spaces. ‘“Wesalvaged everything we sossibly could,”
says Cullen. Onthe firstfloor, a new conerete floorwith a radi-
ant-heat system gives the space yeor-round functienality. A dry-
wall ceiling, one of thefew instances of 2 conventional finished
surface in the barn, conceals ductwork for thz foreed hot air
and air conditioninginstalled to service the second-floor guest.
rooms. Salvaged barnboard and framing timbers, plus somenew
knettypine(that Weber intendstowhitewash) and shiplap-style
MDF boards, cover nearly every wall and ceiling. “We wanted
thebarntobe fresh and erisp and new, with its own aesthetie,”
says Weber,

Thefirst floor is essentially one big game room, with pine-
covered walls, sofas for lounging, and two sets of French doors
thatletinthelight. The second floorfunctions as a guesthouse,
with three bedrooms, a galley kitchen, and living/dining areas.
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Weber transformed the dark interiors of the original barn with
windows or French deorsplaced inevery gable, wall, and dormer
so that natural light filters through the entive structare. Te add
evenmorelight. heieused the original barnsashes as clerestory
windows in the second-floorinterior hallway. “Te bringmore
lightinto the second floor, we built anew cupola. ard placed it
atthe cross gable,” says Weber, noting the glass-sided cap that
teps the barn.

The utilitarian nature of the struetureis still
ommone  verymuchintact. For example, tiwoside-by-side
L] guest reoms share anoversize pocket door that can
resousces  be opened te transform the space into one large

bunk room. On the first floor, 2 series of sliding
barn-style doors can close off one end of the spaceto creats a
separate sleeping areaif needed.
There axe other possibilities inthe offing, witha first-floor
an outd oor swirnming pool, and an outd oor kit.chen all
under discussion. For now, however, the wide-open first-floor
gemeroom isa favorits retreatforthe ginls, who head overto do
hemewerk, hangout with friends, or simply get out acthehouse.
That aloneisa great new function for an oldbarn. @
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THE SECOND FLOOR is acces sed via anew staircase(LesT), whereone wall is finished in wood
reclsimedfiomtheold barnand the eteris done with shiplap MDF boards painted white.
A guest bedroom (asovedh as thefeelirg of a reeh ouse, with win dows th 2t provide a leafy
view and a ceifing fined with new knowy pine. Reclaimed barnboard wainscotingand arare
use of drywall highlight the master bathroom (ecLew), Th e vanity base, made from
whitewashed srough-hewn timbers salvaged fromtheold barn,is capped with sospstone. A
win dowed do rmer (FACING #AGE) ad ded during the ren ovation creates a cezy, luminous
space for thesecon d-floor master suite,
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